
Piedmont Rail 
Coalition

Get on Board!



TDX Route Map



CvilleRail 

• May 22, 2005 – press conference at 
Charlottesville Union Station  





Piedmont Rail Coalition





Southern Crescent 
(pre-Amtrak)



Amtrak Crescent
New York – New Orleans



Who owns the rails in Virginia?

3,400 miles of 
track

All owned by 
the freight 
railroads

2,000 mi NS

1,000 mi CSX



People want an alternative 

Oil Dependency & $4.00  gas

Global warming

Congestion



Amtrak annual passengers
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Amtrak:
Annual passengers per train
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Parade Magazine Poll

• Should Congress 
commit more money 
to America’s trains?

• Yes 97%
• No 3%

• Based on 9152 
responses



Federal Transportation Funding
1977-2001 (25 years)

• Total $782 billion
• Highways 48.4%
• Air 22.4%
• Ports 12.3%
• Transit 12.1%
• Rail 4.0%



Rail funding in Virginia

• Virginia’s Transportation Trust Fund formula:
– Highways 78.7%
– Transit 14.7%
– Ports 4.2% 
– Airports 2.4%
– Rail 0%

• $5-6 million for industrial access and rail 
preservation 



Virginia Rail and Highway 
System mileage 1930 - 1990



State partnerships with Amtrak 
for intercity passenger rail (14) 

• California
• Washington
• Oregon
• North Carolina
• Michigan
• Oklahoma
• Texas

• Missouri
• Illinois
• Wisconsin
• Vermont
• New York
• Maine
• Pennsylvania



New Rail Fund Established

• 2005 Rail Enhancement Fund 
• Devotes portion of vehicle rental tax to rail
• $23 million annually  (still only 1%) 
• 2007 Transportation Bill devotes 4.3% of 

bonds for rail ($300 million/yr)
• Lott-Lautenburg Bill (SB294) funds 80:20 

match for State rail investments



Intercity rail for US 29 corridor 
An idea whose time has come (again)!



AMTRAK’s Virginia Service 
Network



Piedmont Rail Summit 
November 15, 2008

Localities (12)
Economic Development Authorities (5)
Chambers of Commerce (2)
Planning Districts (2)
UVA
Tourism officials
Businesses
Organizations

56 Representatives from the Corridor 



Next Steps:  
Engage stakeholders  

• Economic Development organizations
• Environmental groups
• Chambers/Business Community
• Regional MPO’s and Planning Districts
• Tourism/hospitality



Next steps: 
Build grassroots support  

Virginia is for  
TRAIN lovers



VA Book!
The Railroad Passenger Train:  A Fond 

Remembrance and a Look Ahead

• William D.Middleton
• Don Phillips
• George M.  Smerk
• Meredith Richards

A look at the history and the future of 
passenger train service.  

Location
Charlottesville City Hall
605 E Main Street
On the Historic Downtown Mall  



See you on the train!
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